he was in such a mess that the others could do
nothing but laugh, but Bustle put their callousness
to shame by licking and pawing him all over.
Every casualty made more work for those that
were left, and the heavier the work the less was the
resistance to disease. The men were so well aware
of this that they often insisted on coming out of
hospital and reporting for duty long before they
were fit. When Captain Anderson protested, they
said: 'Well, sir, in these times every man must do
his best.' There were many cases of fever, cholera,
smallpox,  and dysentry,  although none of these
diseases had spread as widely as might have been
feared. There was also a scorbutic complaint which
was so prevalent that it became known as 'Garrison
Disease', its chief symptoms being painful eruptions,
lowfever, diarrhoea, spongy gums, and loosened teeth.
The hospital was  always  full.   There  was  no
shortage of surgeons, but there were far too few
attendants 5 linen and soap were scarce, and the sick
and wounded were  often verminous^  sometimes
there were not even enough beds. The air in the
wards was still fetid and oppressive, since all the
doors and windows were barricaded 5 yet even then
one of the convalescents wras shot in his bed as he
smoked his pipe, and there were several narrow
escapes from bursting shells. Antiseptic surgery was
unknown, and the surgeons poked theijcjbare fingers
into open wounds as they probed for the*bullets.
Few if any of the amputation cases survived $ the
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